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172 Jotirnal of American Folk-Lore. 

terms, euphemisms, etc., is noted. H. Schrader collected over 500 similes 
and idioms for drinking. Among the " liberties " taken by folk-speech may 
be mentioned the Tyrolean die Menschin, and the die Dingin of several 
dialects. 

Although the author naturally confines himself very much to German 
words and phrases, the English student of folk-speech and folk-etymology 
will read this book to great advantage. 

Sociological Papers, by Francis Galton, E. Westermarck, P. Geddes, 
E. Durkheim, Harold H. Mann, and V. V. Branford, with an Intro- 
ductory Address by James Bryce, President of the Society. Published 
for the Sociological Society, London : Macmillan & Co., 1904. Pp. 
xviii, 292. 

This volume consists chiefly of the papers read during the spring and 
summer of 1904 before the newly formed Sociological Society, at its first 
session. The names of the authors guarantee good contents. The article 
of most interest to the folk-lorist is Professor Westermarck's " On the Posi- 
tion of Woman in Early Civilization " (pp. 145-160). The other topics 
treated are the origin and use of the word sociology, eugenics (its scope 
and aim), civics (as applied sociology), life in an agricultural village in 
England, the relation of sociology to the social sciences and to philosophy, 
sociology and the social sciences. To most of the papers are appended 
discussions and written communications by other sociologists. Dr. Wes- 
termarck cites evidence to show " how little we know at present about the 
real causes on which the position of woman in the various human societies 
depends," and how incorrect, in so far as the earlier stages of culture are 
concerned, is the dictum that " a people's civilization may be measured by 
the position held by its women." For " even where the position of the 
female sex, from a legal, religious, and social point, is disgracefully low, the 
women, in spite of their physical weakness, are not quite unable to influence 
the men, and even to make their husbands tremble." The common invest- 
ing of women with a certain mystery has often led to man's fear of, or re- 
spect for, their magic powers. Economic conditions also vary the position 
of woman among uncivilized races. The husband's " rights " are often not 
so absolute as many have supposed. Custom must be distinguished from 
mere tyranny. 
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